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Welcome to the most ambitious project
Voices has pursued in years: An entire issue
dedicated to affordable housing. We hope it
will become a resource guide for readers
interested in the issue. It's one place you can
come to, free online or free in print, when-
ever you need to, for information about the
different takes on this complicated subject.

I want to thank the many  members and
allies of the Centre County Affordable
Housing Coalition, for their support both
with advertising that helped fund this extra
large edition, and the volunteers who wrote
stories. Special recognition goes to Rhonda
Johannesen and Linda Marshall who work
behind the scenes every day to give this
issue voice.

It took us months of volunteer time to put
this issue of Voices together, and it wasn't
until close to the end when I realized that
our focus on affordable housing could cause
us to lose sight of the much larger, more
complicated issue. The reason housing isn't
affordable is because most folks aren't mak-

ing enough in wages to keep up plus health
care is taking a bigger bite out of their
checks. We have a growing gap between
rich and poor in this country and our very
region shows every sign of that. We have
million-dollar homes that someone must be
buying and we have people driving 60
miles to work because they can't afford a
home close in on their wages.

Our county officials, good-hearted hous-
ing advocates and hardworking residents
can spend years talking about how to make
housing more affordable, but until we
address the fact that the largest employer in
the region doesn't pay a living wage to a
large percentage of its workers, we will
never be confronting this issue head on.
Until we admit that the good union jobs we
lost when Corning Asahi left cannot be
replaced by service industry jobs paying
minimum wage, we will not admit our

economy is hurt-
ing. Until we
decide as a com-
munity that driving
wages up, not
down, has the pre-
ferred effect of pro-
viding consumers
with money to

spend and save, we will forever stagnate
while we debate just one facet of the prob-
lem. Until we elect people willing to lead
the way toward more humane policies, we
will suffer with and contribute to a deterio-
riating sense of the common good.

So while I hope this issue of Voices helps
our readers understand more about the
housing industry and its players, what
drives it and what can save it, I also hope
we never lose sight of the fact that a con-
scious decision to entitle all of our citizens
to economic security is a much more solid
but admittedly longer-term solution to any
housing crisis we suffer.

Housing part of a bigger issue
from the desk of the Managing Editor

Suzan Erem
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