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Well, we did it. We managed to get this
issue published without Suzan Erem, the
managing editor and lifeblood of Voices.

Suzan writes stories, mentors interns,
shakes down advertisers and, most impor-
tantly, provides the inspiration to keep the
rest of us chugging away. She does all that
and more—without ever accepting a penny
for her efforts. 

Suzan Erem is my hero.
But singlehandedly keeping the crazy

experiment that is Voices going takes its
toll. We need more catalysts, and not just
because Suzan deserves more than the one-
month break she took this summer.

In this issue, we chronicle the efforts of
Penn State students and owner Greg
Gabbard to keep City Lights Records—the
area’s last remaining independent record
store—alive. Without a plurality of contrib-
utors, Voices inevitably re-creates the con-
solidation, hierarchy and homogeneity of
neoliberal capitalism, which destroys local
stores like City Lights and replaces them

with supercenters.  
Only through large-scale cooperative

action will we be able to dismantle transna-
tional corporations  in order to reclaim local
autonomy and celebrate diversity.
Otherwise, big business will continue to
extend its empire, colonizing not just acade-
mia, as big pharma has done at Penn State,
but all other spheres of life.

Voices requires no less a collective effort.
Voices is a community paper. We need a
community of editors who know the Centre
Region and are committed to changing it for
the better. That’s especially true now as we
look to fill three vacated editorial positions. 

We need a community of writers. This
month, Chris Lee turned a night on the town
into a meditation on the state of the local
music scene. Allan Stoekl wrote about a
visit by a band of bicycle-based activists
called the Pedal People. 

Neither Chris nor Allan is a staff writer
for Voices. They both simply had a good
story to tell. Voices exists so that communi-
ty members may tell their stories.

We also exist to educate the next genera-
tion of journalists. The students who intern
with us learn to think and write critically in
a way uncharacteristic of the corporate
press. 

Intern Janet Robbins’ article on campus
activism makes clear the priorities of
today’s college students: Beer and football
take precedence over sexual assault educa-
tion and the environment. We welcome vet-
eran activists and longtime community
members to help mentor young writers and
editors and stem the tide of apathy that con-
sumes the nation’s young adults. 

There are alternatives to self-indulgent
activism. With Voices, you can help radical-
ize younger generations, report on issues of
interest to you and promote the diversity of
perspectives that a community newspaper
can—and must—provide. 

A community paper requires communal effort 
from the desk of 
Ben Brewer
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