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Earth Day and evolution at Voices

It’s April and Spring is poking her head
around the corner, teasing us with some
warm days, cool nights and plenty of rain.

It’s also time to celebrate Earth Day and
appreciate the ground we walk on, the air we
breathe and the water we drink. That’s why
this month we dedicate our cover story to the
drilling commencing in the Marcellus shale
all across Pennsylvania. This story by
Hannah Abelbeck focuses on the environ-
mental damage that many residents have
already experienced from gas drilling, and
what we can expect to see in Centre County
as the industry moves here.

Here’s the scariest part: People who looked
forward to the jobs and prosperity drilling
would bring are just one year later struggling
with now-worthless houses and contaminated
drinking water. Who knows what long-term
health effects they and their children will suf-
fer? No one, unless real regulation gets
implemented soon.

LETTERS POLICY

Voices encourages letters and opinions com-
menting on local issues. Letters should be a
maximum of 250 words, opinion pieces 600 to
800 words. Include phone number for verifica-
tion. We reserve the right to edit letters for length
and to reject those deemed beyond the limits of
good taste. Due to space limitations, we cannot
guarantee publication of all letters. Letters
become the property of Voices of Central
Pennsylvania. E-mail to oped@voicesweb.org.

ADVERTISING POLICY
Write to advertising@voicesweb.org for rate
information. Voices reserves the right to refuse
any advertising deemed incompatible with a
socially responsible publication. Only publication
signifies acceptance of an ad by Voices.
Publication of an ad does not imply endorse-
ment or recommendation by Voices of any prod-
uct or service. Deadline to reserve space is the
15th of the month. Cancellation of an ad by the
customer after the 15th incurs full charge.
Voices accepts advertisements from all political
candidates regardless of their party or viewpoint.
Rates are standard for all ads. Inquiries to
advertising@voicesweb.org.
Voices of Central Pennsylvania
133 S. Allen St.
State College, PA 16801
(814) 234-1699
voices@voicesweb.org
www.voicesweb.org

Voices of Central Pennsylvania is a 501(c)3 non-
profit and volunteer organization. Donations and
bequests will ensure the future of the free press
in Centre County. Donate at www.voicesweb.org
or contact voices@voicesweb.org for details.

from the desk of managing editor

Suzan Erem

In our effort to celebrate Earth Day we
covered environmental topics in almost every
section. We hope you enjoy the effort.

I want to thank everyone who celebrated
our 17th year at our Fun!Raiser last month
too. We didn’t even know it was Progressive
of the Year winner Mary Vollero’s favorite
food and music! Thank you everyone who
donated raffle prizes and door prizes. (We
didn’t give them all out, but saved some for
other Voices gatherings throughout the year.
Don’t worry — they will go to a good cause!)

In the spirit of all things earthly, Voices
continues to evolve. At our gathering that
night Art Goldschmidt announced he would
be stepping down as Voices board president
though still serving a critical function on the
board, and I announced that my commitment
to Voices will end in the summer of 2011.
This gives everyone who reads Voices the
opportunity to find my replacement, and/or to
find the funds that would lure someone to
take the job. I’'ve had, and am still having, a
great time running this wonderful paper.
Every day new volunteers arrive and give me
faith in this community, but fresh voices and
new approaches will be long overdue by

then! Voices Advisory
So please, be a Council

part of helping|  NGeyBrink

Voices keep going| o0 Childs

strong for the next
20 years. Volun-
teer and learn a
new skill, include
us in your estate
planning, use our

John Dickison
Jordyn Drayton
Ann Glaser
Elizabeth Kirchner
Bonnie Marshall
Mike McGough

;Xffle):rtise ;213111?:):‘; .BOb Potter
event  with us Diane Prosser
name us as a bene: Rl.‘Stum Roy
ficiary on a life Bonnie K. Smeltzer
. . Sue Squier
insurance policy, Kim Tait

talk to local restau- Sue Werner

rants about hosting
a “Voices Night,”
send students and
others to us for training, chat us up on
Facebook and “friend” us there: do whatever
you can think of to help build depth in the
bench and keep Voices alive. It has always
been a group effort, and for Voices to keep its
soul, it always will be.

Please contact us with any ideas at all at
voices@voicesweb.org and let us know what
piece you’re willing to take on. We have jobs
of all sizes and shapes!

Greg Woodman
Lakshman Yapa

Top Stories in This Issue

ENVIRONMENT

POLITICS and ECONOMICS pages 3-9
Marcellus drilling transforms the state by Hannah Abelbeck..............cccoooiiiiiiiinnnnns 3
Neighbors concerned about new ‘Canyon’ by Hannah Abelbeck.............cccooeveiveinniinininns 3
COMMUNITY and LIFESTYLES pages 10-14

Built environment impacts diabetes risks by Tina PetersOn..........cccciciiviisiinsiiennnns
Centre Region rolls toward bike friendly status by Tunomukwathi Asino

UNIVERSITY pages 20-22
Four-year degrees take longer for many by Kathleen Bisset and Tunomukwathi Asino......20
PSU housing shortage will continue next fall by Toan Mach.......ccccccoovvviiiiieiiiiennnnn. 20
ARTS and ENTERTAINMENT pages 23-25
Art and music groups join to raise funds by Tunomukwathi ASiNO.........ccccuuveeurieeinrenns 23
Father, daughter take different approaches to art by Veronica Winters.................... 23
OPINION pages 26-31

Climate change puts all of us in danger by Peter David Buckland.................ccccccuuuunn. 26
Ten practical solutions to problem drinking by Perry Babb...............cccueuuuvuurrnniiiinnnnnnns 26




