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A mother recently walked through the

doors of Centre Volunteers in Medicine, the

local free healthcare clinic, with her five-

year-old girl. The little girl’s four front baby

teeth were broken off at the gum line. In

each tooth was an abscess, a longstanding

infection. Aside from the discomfort, such

infections in baby teeth can affect the per-

manent teeth just below, becoming a much

more complicated health issue in the future.

“The parents didn’t want to take the child

out of school for treatment but we finally

got her in last week,” Dr. Heather

Raymond, director of CVIM’s dental serv-

ices, told Voices.  “It broke my heart.”  

John Kelly, a local pediatric dentist since

1977, said that “parents routinely ignore

children’s abscessed teeth because they

don’t cause a lot of pain, but the infection is

sitting there constantly flowing into the

blood stream. These children become sick

children.”

The Pennsylvania Oral Health Needs

Assessment and other reports continue to

emphasize the association between low

income and dental health. Poor children in

Pennsylvania have fewer visits to the den-

tist, more untreated cavities and dental dis-

eases. According to the Pennsylvania

Department of Health, “this strongly sug-

gests that access to preventive and restora-

tive dental care, as well as effective preven-

tive oral health education, is lacking for

these poor children and their families.”

Centre County is no exception. A study

commissioned by the state department of

health from 1998 to 2000, found higher

rates of caries and untreated caries in the

northern districts, north central districts and

in the cities of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.

State College is located in the north central

district, and school districts sampled for this

study were in Centre County and Clinton

Counties.

More than 5,000 local children, an esti-

Photo by Hannah Abelbeck
Thomas Newman of Lock Haven watches as Erin Bell receives the x-rays of another young patient at
Kelly, Kilareski & Kremser.

Low income children miss out on dental care
by Sylvia P. Onusic

Sarah Snyder enjoys making jewelry and

playing with her cat Fleury.

Myro Joy Olida Lee is a co-coordinator

for an English as a Second Language

church ministry and just made a Harry

Potter scarf for a friend.

Approximately 47 million Americans are

uninsured. While the healthcare debate has

focused on the elderly, the unemployed, and

the middle class, voices of the young and of

immigrants have been comparatively

absent. Snyder, a recent college graduate,

and Lee, a legal immigrant, see themselves

as minorities within another minority--the

uninsured.

Dr. Denise Hinds-Zaami, Diversity

Advocate for Students and Multicultural

Resource Center Counselor at Penn State,

says these “so-called minorities” are people

who have “less of a role to play” and “less

of an influence and impact.” She said the

term does not only refer to race, but also

religious and age groups. 

“I don’t think we’ve seen all of America,”

Hinds-Zaami said of the healthcare debate.  

Hinds-Zaami said people are falling

through the cracks and are left with no

options. Among those who are falling

through the cracks are college graduates

who do not have student healthcare.

Adults between the ages of 19 and 29 are

one of the largest uninsured groups in the

U.S. according to an August 2009 report

from the Commonwealth Fund. U.S. House

speaker Nancy Pelosi announced a plan in

October to allow some young adults up to

the age of 26 to remain covered under their

parents’ insurance plans.

“They often lose coverage at age 19 or

upon high school or college graduation,”

the report said. Approximately 38 percent

of high school graduates who do not go to

college and about one-third who do are

uninsured for up to a year after graduation.

For Snyder, it was three years.

“I don’t think people realize how many

and how quickly the ‘after college’ set is

left behind,” Snyder said.

Snyder was just 22 when she lost student

coverage and was not able to get assistance

from her family. She even considered going

on welfare.

“I felt bad looking into state welfare. I

didn’t feel I was in need of it. I knew there

were many families worse off than I was.

But I too needed help,” Snyder said.

Snyder, who is now 26, was only recent-

ly able to receive dental care with the insur-

ance from her new job as an administrative

support assistant at Penn State.

“I look back now on different problems

with my teeth I have now that I could have

fixed properly if I would have been able to

go to the dentist regularly,” Snyder said.

She said she had to have four teeth extract-

ed because of decay.

Snyder is one of many “minorities” who

have lived or are living without healthcare.

Myro Joy Olida Lee is one as well. Hinds-

Zaami said the voices of immigrants,

including undocumented ones, have not

been included in the debate.

Born in the Philippines, Lee is one of

Some voices absent from healthcare debate
by Dorian Randall

see Dental, pg. 4

see Unheard, pg. 6

“I don’t think people realize how many and how quickly the
‘after college’ set is left behind.”

--Sarah Snyder
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mated one in four, are Medicaid recipients,

yet only six dentists in the county accept

payments from this government program

for low-income residents, leaving many

local children without dental care. 

A 2008 list of Medicaid dentists provided

by Jeffrey Foreman, executive director of

the Centre County Assistance Office

showed little improvement over 2004 with

only one new dentist signing up in four

years.  

Dentists who accept Medicaid in Centre

County include John R. Kelly, Robert L.

Kilareski, G. Matthew Kremser, pediatric

dentists in State College;  Shama Kulkarni,

John W. Le Clair, general dentistry in State

College;  and Jolene Galak-Vaughn, gener-

al dentistry in Philipsburg. Diane Ray, who

has joined Dr. Kelly’s practice, is an ortho-

dontist who has applied for Medicaid certi-

fication.  Kelly told Voices that

Pennsylvania is slow to certify new den-

tists—they don’t want to pay.

The Pennsylvania Department of Public

Welfare reports that an estimated 40 percent

of all licensed dentists in Pennsylvania are

enrolled in the Medicaid Program, but only

54 percent of those actually participate in

the program. Of those, only half provide 99

percent of all dental services rendered to

eligible Medicaid participants.

Yet dentists know better than anyone the

dangers to children of delayed or absent

dental care.

Tooth decay affects 48 percent of

Pennsylvania children by the age of eight,

even those who drink fluoridated water,

according to the Department of Public

Welfare.  By age 15, this increases to 50

percent. Thirty-three percent of low-income

children have untreated tooth decay com-

pared to only 10 percent of children in high-

er-income households.

Good dental health involves many fac-

tors, including diet and good brushing

habits, but children also need to see a den-

tist regularly. American children routinely

develop cavities and tooth mottling (fluoro-

sis). Unattended cavities can lead to

abscesses which can lead to extractions.    

“Most people are uneducated about the

importance of good dental health for chil-

dren. Dental health is a whole body issue

and dental problems cause health prob-

lems,” said CVIM’s Raymond. “Caries are

an infection of the tooth, and without check

this infection may easily spread throughout

the body, affecting the blood and body

organs.”  

“We know that the mouth reflects general

health and well-being,” wrote U.S. Surgeon

General David Satcher in his 2000 report,

Oral Health in America. “New research is

pointing to associations between chronic

oral infections and heart and lung diseases,

stroke, and low-birth-weight, premature

births. Associations between periodontal

disease and diabetes have long been noted.”  

Kelly told Voices that baby teeth are

extremely important to the health of the per-

manent teeth. They maintain space in the

dental arch so the permanent teeth have

room to come in. Decay in a child’s first

teeth often results in premature tooth loss.

Loss of the front baby teeth prematurely is

not nearly as critical as loss of the molars

and eye teeth, which naturally occurs

around 10 to 12 years.  

In his practice Kelly said he commonly

sees two-year olds with an average of 10

decayed teeth.  Tooth decay in this age

group is caused mostly by the sugars in soft

drinks, juices and juice boxes, and by

allowing children to go to bed with bottles.

The carbohydrates then sit on the teeth dur-

ing the night and cause decay. The inci-

dence of cavities has decreased over the

years in other groups, but not in this popu-

lation.   

While finances are one of the biggest

obstacles to good dental care, many local

employers, including the area’s largest one,

Penn State, require their employees to pay

their own dental premiums. With the reces-

sion, unemployment is on the rise, and fam-

from Dental, pg. 3

see Dental, pg. 5

Photo by Hannah Abelbeck
Dr. John Kelly treats Kayden Miller, 7, of Bradford, Pa. at Kelly, Kilareski & Kremser in State College.
Some of Kelly’s Medicaid patients travel long distances for care. 

“We know that the mouth
reflects general health and
well-being.”

--U.S. Surgeon General
David Satcher
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OUR COMMUNITY AND YOUTH SPORTS

The Men and Women of Teamsters Local 8

wish you all a Safe and Happy

Holiday Season.
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HOMEOPATHY FOR HEALTH          
Natural                        Holistic

A gentle, non-intrusive approach to health and well-being.
Specialties include anxiety, grief, depression, pregnancy 

and childbirth, women’s issues, children’s issues, 
behavioral disorders, ADD/ADHD, chronic fatigue, 
addictions. Great for  colds, coughs, sore throats, 

Call Bill at Be Well Associates  
233 Easterly Parkway, Suite 104, 814-349-2240/360-3492

ilies who do have an income are cutting

back. Dental care is one place they might

skimp only to pay a higher price later.

The hardest hit families have options,

though. Medicaid is one of them.

More than 1 million children were

enrolled in the Pennsylvania Medicaid pro-

gram as of April 2009. Between 1998 and

2008, the number of children enrolled in

Medicaid increased by more that one-third,

according to the Pennsylvania Medicaid

Policy Center at the University of

Pittsburgh.   

Medicaid is a jointly funded federal-state

health care program, primarily for the poor.

The federal government provides much

funding to states, depending upon how

much that state spends on Medicaid. The

more a state spends the more reimburse-

ment the state receives. In Pennsylvania,

the program is administered by the

Department of Public Welfare. 

The majority of clients sign up at the

local Centre County Assistance Office in

State College, according to director

Foreman. For children ages one to five eli-

gibility is set at 133 percent of the federal

poverty guidelines, an income of under

$2030 per month for a family of three; for

children 6 and over eligibility is set at 100

percent of the federal poverty guidelines,

under $1,526 per month for a family of

three. 

According to the Public Welfare Web

site, children under 19 make up approxi-

mately one-fourth of the state’s total popu-

lation. About 36 percent of these children

live in households where the income is at or

below 200 percent of the federal poverty

level. 

Among those eligible for Medicaid, uti-

lization of dental services is low. Only 21

percent of eligible children under 21

received any dental service, and only 17

percent received preventive dental service.

CVIM’s Raymond has taped the 2004

list of dental care providers for Medicaid

clients to the wall of her office. It reads:

“NOTE: Centre County has a shortage of

dentists who accept medical assistance.

The following is a list of participating den-

tists located in nearby counties.” The list

names five dentists in Centre County, three

in Blair (two are denture clinics only), one

in Cambria, four in Clearfield (two for

dentures only) and two in Clinton County

(one is a denture center). 

So why don’t more dentists provide

services to clients with Medicaid cover-

age?

Raymond said more dentists would sign

up to accept Medicaid if the government

increased the reimbursement amounts.  

But Public Welfare is quick to point the

finger at other possible obstacles.  

“Great strides are being made in

Pennsylvania to

improve Medicaid

recipients’ access to

quality dental

care,” says the

department’s Web

site. But “some of

this problem may

be due to lack of

access, but lack of a

dental priority in

this population

could also account

for much of this poor showing.”   

In an effort to more specifically identify

problems of dental access to Medicaid

recipients, Public Welfare held two “dental

summits” attended by health planners,

consumers, advocates, providers and other

stakeholders. At the first summit in 1999,

attendees expressed “significant concerns

about the low reimbursement rates provid-

ed to dental providers and the adverse

effects reimbursement rates were having

on dental provider enrollment,” the depart-

ment reported.  As a result, the govern-

ment increased its rates. 

In November 2001, the department held

the second dental summit in Harrisburg to

discuss the same issues of access. The

Dental Summit Steering Committee was

created and is responsible for “prioritizing,

developing and implementing recommen-

dations for improving the dental services

provided to Medicaid recipients on an

ongoing basis.” 

Stacy Witalec, press secretary for the

DPW, said that no third dental summit is

see Dental, pg. 8

from Dental, pg. 4 “Most people are uneducated about the importance of good
dental health for children. Dental health is a whole body
issue and dental problems cause health problems."

—Dr. Heather Raymond

Heather Raymond
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many permanent residents in the United

States. In January 2008 approximately 12.6

million legal permanent residents lived in

the United States with 8.2. million eligible

for citizenship, according to the Department

of Homeland Security Web site. Lee recent-

ly applied.

Lee was laid off from her job as a

research technician in August and recently

filed for unemployment. Although Lee is

married to a Penn State graduate student

who is a U.S. citizen, she is not covered by

his insurance because of a missed deadline. 

She said she feels her voice is not being

heard and understands that an unheard

voice needs strong support.

“As an alien and a minority, realistically,

I need to have some kind of capital and sup-

port from some prominent member to pro-

mote any kind of lobbying,” Lee said.

Lee even joked that if she were hit by a

bus, she wouldn’t

want anyone to take

her to the hospital

because she can’t

afford the medical

bills. Although she

joked, she also real-

izes the danger she

is in as an uninsured

individual.

“Well, with all

the talk about swine

flu, you never know. Currently, without

insurance, all it'll take is one misstep. And if

over the counter medication can't take care

of it, I'll have no choice but to seek a physi-

cian,” Lee said. She also said she is thank-

ful she has not had any health problems that

would require immediate care.

When asked if she thought she would be

guaranteed healthcare when her citizenship

process was approved, Lee said no.

“Instead, I think citizenship will give me

a chance to have a voice,” Lee said.

While insurance providers and pharma-

ceutical companies have participated in dis-

cussions about healthcare reform, Kristin

Houser, Executive Director of Centre

Volunteers in Medicine, said local free clin-

ics have not been invited to the discussion. 

CVIM is one of many volunteer clinics

across the nation offering services to those

who can’t afford healthcare. Houser said

her main concern is that CVIM is able to

keep its doors open to serve some of the

approximately 11 percent of Centre County

residents who are uninsured. 

“About 70 percent of our budget we raise

every year from this community,” Houser

said. Houser also said that with the reces-

sion, donations are down while the need for

their services rises. 

“We know the economy is hitting this

community hard because people are reach-

ing out to us for the first time to say, ‘I no

longer have healthcare benefits,’” Houser

said. Houser said the majority of CVIM’s

patients are employed, but just can’t afford

a health plan.

Houser also said CVIM has about 50 peo-

ple that have been on the waiting list since

May. CVIM has limited resources, and only

those who qualify for services can get an

appointment.

CVIM provides services for not only

acute illnesses such as the flu and ear infec-

tions, but also for chronic issues such as

hypertension, diabetes, depression and anx-

iety.

Houser said she believes whatever reform

is made won’t reach the needs of everyone,

especially those with dental and mental

health issues.

“That is not at all included in this nation-

al healthcare plan.”

from Unheard, pg. 3 “Currently, without insurance,
all it’ll take is one misstep.”

--Myro Joy Olida Lee

Kristin Houser
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Ferguson winery dispute nears settlement
What appeared to be headed for a legal

train wreck may instead become inroads to

new relationships in Ferguson Township as

a zoning dispute between a vineyard, the

township and Penn State may resolve itself

without a court fight.

For almost 16 years, Barb Christ and

Elwin Stewart have owned a vineyard adja-

cent to Penn State land off Science Park

Road. They sold their grapes to local winer-

ies and heard through the grapevine, so to

speak, that their grapes were some of the

best. So a few years ago, husband and wife

decided to transition into their own winery.

“Without the value added (to grapes by

making wine), we just can’t make it,”

explained Christ. 

But to make a winery—and accompany-

ing wine tasting room—accessible to the

public, they needed to improve one of two

dirt access roads across adjacent Penn State

lands.  The couple has already upgraded the

shorter of the two (that connects to nearby

Foxpointe development), but Ferguson con-

tended that this new gravel road was not up

to public access standards and the fight was

about to head to court.  

As of Nov. 20, though, it appeared the

parties were working out an agreement that

will give the winery access nearby, give

Foxpointe developer S&A Homes some

land connecting two of its developments

and give Penn State the ability to get out of

the situation altogether. Details were being

confirmed as of press time. 

It was access to a public street that has

cost thousands of dollars in legal and engi-

neering fees and that turned more than 30

people out to a recent Ferguson Township

armed with hundreds of petitions support-

ing the winery. Residents were still organiz-

ing to show up at the Dec. 7 township meet-

ing to see the deal through.

At issue was traffic, whether in the form

of more cars, more farm machinery, tour

buses or drunk drivers passing through what

is now a residential neighborhood,

Foxpointe.  

The October township meeting offered an

audience for those fears, expressed by

supervisors and others as massive tour

buses rumbling or drunk drivers weaving to

and from the winery. For their part, some

community members walked away con-

vinced of a developer’s conspiracy to

squeeze out the winery and a keen sense

that local elected officials were at best unre-

sponsive to citizens.

Ferguson resident Kelli Hoover stepped

up to organize the petition drive. She said

she found the public access road issue baf-

fling.

“Frankly, the major reason I want to see

this go through is a matter of principle, in

part because they are entitled to make a liv-

ing on their farm. They grow grapes. There

is no legitimate rationale that I can see for

stopping them, for not approving this,”

Hoover said. “And more importantly, I

would like to see that green space pre-

served.”

Local winery owner Scott Bubb agreed. 

“It could be a hog farm. How would [the

community and the Township] like that?”

And when asked if drunk driving through

the nearby neighborhood would be an issue,

Bubb said, “Absolutely not.”

Christ and Stewart thought they had done

their homework. They wrote a business

plan that explicitly stated they would not

allow tour buses. (Winery wisdom goes that

they’re bad for business anyway.) 

They negotiated smartly with Penn State,

knowing that the access they had been using

with no complaint for 16 years would,

under law, become permanent if it went for

20, giving the university motivation to

negotiate a right-of-way through the shorter

patch to the new development, which it did.

They paid Sweetland Engineering to put

together the land use plan required by the

township to detail all aspects of the opera-

tion as it relates to the property.

They even met the township’s require-

ment that 100 percent of the wine made on

site had to be from the grapes on site. Seven

Mountains Wine Cellars, situated off Rt.

322 between State College and Lewistown,

imports 100 percent of its grapes and juices

to produce wine, some of that from Stewart

and Christ, and supports the new winery. 

“We would all benefit—we could feed off

of each other,” said Scott Bubb, who owns

Seven Mountains with Mary Ann Bubb.

“People would come in from 2 to 3 hours

away, bringing in another walk of life. We

become another destination for people com-

ing in to spend money in our area. We often

refer them to local restaurants, so it’s good

business for everyone.”

Despite these efforts, Christ and Stewart

met opposition from township zoning staff. 

“We’re saying, ‘These are the rules,’ and

they’re saying they want to ignore them,”

said Trisha Lang, director of planning and

zoning. Lang said the history of the land,

the new use of it for retail and a wine tast-

ing room all require a public road to the

property. 

Complicating the matter was the lan-

guage of the right-of-way with Penn State,

which Penn State’s Dan Sieminski has

interpreted in favor of “private residential

use” only in a letter to the township.

Christ, Stewart and their attorney Bob

Raymond all disagreed, because the agree-

ment includes farm use. Pennsylvania law

covering wineries includes wine production

and sales on the premises, according to a

Penn State Dickinson Law School summa-

ry.  

Lang said subdividing the five acres the

farmers want to use for their new operations

and requesting a “zone modification”

would bring the township to the table. 

“Right now we’re at a stalemate,” Lang

said in early November. But she added that

the township has little interest in maintain-

ing a short stretch of road that serves only

one concern. Lang explained that some-

where between a full-blown public road and

the driveway there now would accommo-

date the needs of the farmers as well as the

township.

Attorney Raymond said almost the same

words in an interview with Voices.

“If they have to bring it up to public street

standards they can’t do it, that’s too expen-

sive,” he said. “If they simply have to make

it more passable, to private road stan-

dards…then I think that’s doable.” 

by Suzan Erem and Jill Gomez

Photo by Suzan Erem
Elwin Stewart and Barb Christ in their renovated farmhouse on land they hope will become a winery
soon. Stewart said they have invested $10,000 per acre to grow their vineyards.

see Winery, pg. 9

“Without the value added
(to grapes by making wine),
we just can’t make it.”

--Barb Christ
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planned. 

Still, the Department of Public Welfare

“is pleased to report the progress made thus

far and looks forward to continuing to work

with advocates, policymakers and stake-

holders to continue improving the quality of

care and accessibility of dental services pro-

vided to Medicaid recipients,” it announced

on its Web site. But treatment for this group

of patients remains a problem.

“Medicaid fees were increased for

numerous services,” Witalec said, backed

by the department’s official publications.

“Affected fees were increased as much as

76 percent.”  Public Welfare also expanded

the Medical Assistance Transportation

Program (MATP) to Medicaid consumers

so they can receive money for traveling to a

dentist appointment outside of the county.

Despite modifications and fee increases

from 2005 to 2008 and a new online system

that speeds reimbursements, the number of

dentists accepting Medicaid in Centre

County remains almost unchanged.  

Kelly has been accepting Medicaid for

about 30 years, he said. 

“Medicaid reimbursements make up 40

to 50 percent of our revenues and we lose

10 to 15 percent on every procedure,” he

said. “We reserve 50 percent of our appoint-

ment time for Medicaid children.”

Patients routinely come to Kelly’s prac-

tice from around the state, driving hours for

an appointment. “There is not a single den-

tist in Harrisburg who accepts Medicaid,”

he said. 

But while some parents go to great

lengths, others don’t make it in. Kelly’s

practice of four dentists suffers “23 no-

show failed appointments every day from

Medicaid patients. And parents often times

don’t bother to call.”

That hasn’t dissuaded the dentist though.

“I feel a moral obligation to give back to

the community and to take care of people

who are less fortunate,” said Kelly.  

Kelly said it’s unlikely that properly

funding Medicaid will ever become a high

priority for legislators.  

“It’s a totally political thing,” he said.

“This segment of the population doesn’t

vote. They have no leverage and no politi-

cal power. It is hard to get the attention of

politicians unless you are a big contributor

to their campaigns.”

CHIP

For families who are not eligible for

Medicaid but still have trouble making ends

meet, there is the Children’s Health

Insurance Program.  CHIP was created in

1997 as part of federal legislation aimed at

providing affordable health coverage for

low-income children in working families

who make too much to be eligible for

Medicaid but don’t make enough to afford

private coverage according. A number of

Centre County dentists are CHIP providers.

The program provides medical and dental

care for children up to age 19. 

One of Barack Obama’s first acts as pres-

ident was to sign legislation renewing CHIP

through 2013. (Former President Bush

vetoed the same legislation twice.) The pro-

gram currently covers more than 7 million

children in the United States and 191,059 in

Pennsylvania, according to the

Pennsylvania Medicaid Policy Center at the

University of Pittsburgh. In April 2009

between 4.5 and 6.5 percent of children in

Centre County were enrolled in CHIP.

Enrollment across the state more than dou-

bled between 1998 and 2008. 

This new CHIP program is significantly

different in that it allows states to offer den-

tal coverage to children who are enrolled in

private or job-based health plans that do not

include dental coverage, according to

Families USA, a national nonprofit advoca-

cy group. As long as these children are not

otherwise eligible for CHIP, states can

enroll them exclusively for dental coverage. 

In 2008, there were an estimated 130,000

uninsured children in Pennsylvania. Of

these, 13 percent were eligible for CHIP.

Families with higher incomes also may be

able to apply for the low-cost version of

CHIP, where a premium is paid depending

on income.

CVIM

Centre Volunteers in Medicine is a local

free clinic which provides dental care for

children. However, dental director

Raymond said, “most low income children

usually quality for CHIP or Medicaid-med-

ical assistance (MA) dental services from

the state and thus aren’t eligible for servic-

es at CVIM.”

Raymond worked in her own practice for

eight years before becoming CVIM’s dental

director. The organization provided 180

dental visits for children under 18 this year,

according to CVIM reports.

Raymond sees children with a lot of

needs she can’t meet. For example, she

doesn’t have the ability to sedate children,

she said.

“We are very limited in our ability to treat

these kiddos,” she said. But sometimes she

is able to refer these children to local pedi-

atric dentists, Kelly and his colleagues, who

provide additional care.  

“Dr. Kelly (and his partners) have a big

heart, and are very generous with their time

and resources. Dentists like Dr. Kelly are

filling a great need in the community that

Photo by Hannah Abelbeck
Kelly, Kilareski & Kremser provides pediatric dental care for patients from all over Pennsylvania.

from Dental, pg. 5

see Dental, pg. 9

“I feel a moral obligation to give back to the community
and to take care of people who are less fortunate.”

—Dr. John Kelly
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would not otherwise be filled,” Raymond

said. “I don’t know what we would do with

them.” 

Still, the needs are great, and CVIM and

Dr. Kelly can’t meet them all.

To expand their reach, CVIM  joined the

national Give Kids a Smile Day held in

May. Since 2004, CVIM and dentists Kelly,

Kilareski and Kremser have offered eligi-

ble children check-ups, X-rays, fillings,

sealants and extractions at the event. In

recent years, the event has been co-spon-

sored by Nittany Eye Associates and

Albrecht Audiology, who provide eye and

hearing health exams to the kids who

attend. The Sullivan Schein Dental

Company has contributed the dental sup-

plies since the first event.

Ten local dentists as well as volunteers

from CVIM and other local organizations,

dental assistants, hygienists and other

office personnel donated their time to make

this year’s event run smoothly. The

providers treat an estimated 100 children

who are eligible for CVIM services. 

Raymond and her colleagues have seen

the difference a day makes.

“At this event we see return patients who

come back with fewer and fewer cavities,

which shows that it is making a difference,

even with one day a year,” she said. Putting

on the event twice a year is a goal, she said,

but depends on resources and the availabil-

ity of dentists’ time. 

Schools and Dental Care

“Children now receive the majority of

their dental care during the summer vaca-

tion,” says Diane Smith, from Kelly’s

office. “Parents don’t want to take their

children out of school and it is a burden for

them to be absent from work,” she says.  

Some Pennsylvania communities pro-

vide a mobile service for low income

patients. One dental van from the Titusville

Area Hospital Dental Clinic serves

Crawford, Forest and Warren counties. In

the 2008 fiscal year, St. Luke’s Mobile

Dental Van in Bucks county traveled to 34

sites, including 17 Bethlehem public

schools, and provided care to almost 1,300

children, according to St. Luke’s annual

report.  

“Although the law provides for the

school district to provide treatment if it so

desires, this is typically not done in schools

for a variety of reasons,” said Penny Kline

of the Pennsylvania Department of Health,

Division of School Health. “Anecdotally

we have heard or are aware that some

school districts do provide some treatment

to students, although this information is not

reported to the department. If a school did

provide treatment to students, it is our

understanding that they and/or the dentist

would be eligible to bill Medical

Assistance (assuming they followed

Medicaid procedures to do so).”  

Section 1414 of Article 14 of the Public

School Code, “allows school districts to

provide for the care and treatment of the

teeth of all children of school age with the

district,” and section 1415 “provides for

the county board of public assistance to pay

the cost of dental care (as defined by the

standards, rules and regulations established

by the Secretary of Public Welfare).”  

When schools do consider their students’

dental health, it is because of mandatory

screenings. Article XIV of the

Pennsylvania Public School Code requires

that all children attending public, private

and parochial schools receive certain

school health services including dental

examinations, upon entry to school and in

grades 3 and 7. The school must also insti-

tute a program of dental health education.  

In 2006-2007 the State College Area

School District, part of the North Central

District, provided an estimated 1,865

school hygienist evaluations of school chil-

dren. The majority of Pennsylvania coun-

ties reported in 2005 that their school dis-

tricts, including Allegheny and

Philadelphia, have chosen to employ

school dentists rather than dental hygien-

ists to perform the examinations.

The State College district employs one

part-time dental hygienist to perform all

dental services Jeanne M. Knouse, Director

of Student Services at the SCASD said. She

explained that the district does have three

sources of in-house funds which can be

used for providing dental care for low

income children. She said parents are prob-

ably not well informed about these provi-

sions.  

from Dental, pg. 8

Raymond, who represents Potter and

Gregg townships

as part of his prac-

tice, said he would

have advised such

a straightforward

request if he

worked for

Ferguson.

“My goal is for

my clients to

accomplish what

they want to get

done, and what

Elwin wants to get done is improvements

to this property so he can have that wine

tasting area etc., so we would do what is

within reason what the township wants us

to do.” 

from Winery, pg. 7

"[Give Kids a Smile] is making a difference, even with one
day a year.”                  

--Dr. Heather Raymond

Trisha Lang
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