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When I started at Voices as the Opinion
editor some three years ago, my plan was to
run material railing against the World Bank
and IMF and the war in Iraq. Though born
and raised here, I was only mildly interest-
ed in the goings on of Centre County.

But as area activists and concerned citi-
zens continued to send in opinion pieces on
the local issues of importance to them, my
primary focus began to shift from the impo-
sition of a structural adjustment program on
the people of Argentina to the imposition of
a landfill on the residents of Rush and Snow
Shoe townships. By the time I took over the
Politics and Economics section, and later
became managing editor, I was enthralled
by the work Centre Countians had done to
improve their community. As this issue of
Voices demonstrates, they’re still at it.

In the Politics and Economics section, we
chronicle two significant victories for area
residents. Despite a national trend toward
statewide cable franchise agreements that

Ben Brewer

squeeze out local public access channels,
the Centre Area Cable Consortium won a
third public, educational and governmental
channel in negotiations with Comcast.

After a three-year campaign to ensure the
integrity of our voting machines,
Concerned Voters of Centre County finally
had cause to celebrate when the county
commissioners voted to replace the
iVotronic touch-screen machines with opti-
cal-scan machines, which produce a voter-
verified paper ballot.

Despite the successes, there’s still much
to be done. There are the small struggles: In
this month’s Local Tidbits, you can read
about Chris, who dumpster dives for every-
thing from fruit to furniture in the spirit of
reducing waste.

And there are the larger struggles:
Journalist Bryan Farrell sets his sights on
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the redirection of federal funds and the
renewal of academic integrity in his article
on military research at Penn State.

Most of the work is not glamorous and it
is not easy. Luckily for us, there are people
willing to do it. People like Suzanne
Weinstein, who coordinated the distribution
of Voices for more than half a decade, and
Kevin Handwerk, who proudly took over as
head of the Paper Posse in August. They are
the driving forces behind the success of this
paper and this county.

Corrections: Penns Valley High School
guidance counselor Bill Bock’s last name
was misspelled in “Post-graduation
prospects limited for rural teens.”

Monthly rent for the White Room at the
Boalsburg Village Artisans cooperative,
profiled in “Boalsburg artisans offer alter-
native to Arts Fest,” is $220. Kat Petach and
Dawn VandenHeuval, featured in a photo
that accompanied the story, are associated
with Cedar Run Artists Connection.
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LETTERS POLICY

Voices encourages letters commenting on our
news coverage and editorial policy. Letters
should be typewritten, double-spaced and a
maximum of 250 words. Include address and
phone number for verification purposes. We
reserve the right to edit letters for length and to
reject those deemed beyond the limits of good
taste. Due to space limitations, we cannot guar-
antee publication of all letters. Letters become
the property of Voices of Central Pennsylvania.
E-mail to oped@voicesweb.org.
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Contact Voices for ad rate information at adver-
tising@voicesweb.org. Voices reserves the
right to refuse any advertising deemed incom-
patible with our purpose and philosophy as a
socially responsible publication. Only publica-
tion signifies acceptance of an ad by Voices of
Central Pennsylvania. Publication of an ad does
not imply endorsement or recommendation by
Voices of any product or service. Cancellation of
an ad by the customer after closing date incurs
full charge. Voices accepts advertisements
equally from all political candidates regardless
of their party or viewpoint. Rates are standard
for all ads. Inquiries to advertising@voic-
esweb.org.
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Voices of Central Pennsylvania is an all-volun-
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