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Anti-sweatshop activists headed to court

Editor’s note:

On April 15, 31 Penn State students sat in
Old Main to demand that President
Graham Spanier adopt the Designated
Suppliers Program, which they say would
ensure that the workers who make Penn
State apparel are paid a living wage and
afforded the right to a union.

The students refused to leave when they
were ordered to do so upon closure of the
building. The university complimented them
for their polite comportment but had them
arrested and charged with defiant criminal

trespass, a misdemeanor. Police handcuffed
and questioned the students before releas-
ing them.

The 31 students are now awaiting a hear-
ing, and the university has not asked that
the charges be dropped. People have voiced
several responses to the arrests and
charges.

Voices is pleased to publish here two dif-
ferent opinions. Penn State spokesman Bill
Mahon declined our invitation to convey the
university's position.

If you do the crime, you do the time

by Regis Kingera

Students have always led the way in
social change.

Two-thirds of those involved in the
Boston Tea Party were under the age of 20.
In 1930, students marched on Washington,
D.C., to protest segregation. In 1956, stu-
dent uprisings started the Hungarian
Revolution. Students ended the war in
Vietnam.

The students in Tiananmen Square and
on the Berlin Wall were doing what stu-
dents need to do. The Penn State 31 did
what students need to do.

Should they have been arrested for doing
what is a constitutional right? Yes, for it is
the law.

Should they be let free without punish-
ment? Probably not, for if you do the crime,
you do the time. I doubt that the “Penn State
31,” as they are now called, will receive the
maximum sentences of a $2,500 fine or one
year in jail.

I am a supporter of these students. I was
outside chanting and offering words of
encouragement. Why? Because I believe in
the students and the cause they are fighting
for.

In the movie A Few Good Men, when the
young marine was asked why they were
being punished, he answered, “Because we
didn’t do what we were supposed to do; we
were supposed to help those who can’t help
themselves.”

That’s what the students inside Old Main
were doing: helping those who can’t help
themselves.

I am a student at Penn State, though to
look at me you might think I was someone’s

grandfather—71 years old, grey hair and a
beard. I went back to school after I retired
after 30-some years as a member of the
International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers Local 26 in Washington D.C.

Belonging to a trade union, I have spent a
good portion of my life fighting for work-
ers’ rights. All workers, not just those in the
foreign sweatshops that the Penn State 31
staged their sit-in to support, deserve a safe
work place and a living wage.

President Spanier sat in an air-condi-
tioned office, practicing his magic tricks
and playing his washboard, and ignored
these students. Because he has ignored this
issue for the past 10 years, the students keep
coming back. They are not always the same
ones, because as one leaves, another comes
along to pick up the banner.

Politicians like to tell us that the children
are the future. These students are our chil-
dren, and the future is now. Most of the
local citizens stereotype the student popula-
tion at Penn State as irresponsible partygo-
ers who are here on Mom and Dad’s dime.
They are wrong, and the 31 students arrest-
ed tell me and others that there are students
who care and are willing to be arrested for
their beliefs.

Outside of Old Main, I spoke to some of
the mothers and fathers of the young men
and women who were involved in the
demonstration. They explained to me how
proud they were of their sons and daughters
for their dedication to a cause that is about
helping people.

I, too, am proud of these future leaders of

see Kingera, pg. 27

Dropping charges in PSU’s best interests

by Robert Baillie

It would be in the best interests of Penn
State for President Graham Spanier to ask
that all charges against the "Penn State 31"
be dropped.

By the university's own admission, the
students behaved in a peaceful manner. In
fact, in a notice to the students delivered
shortly before the arrest, Penn State admin-
istrators wrote, "Penn State commends the
civility of the students who expressed their
interest in urging the university to endorse
the proposed Designated Suppliers
Program."

In spite of this, the students are now
charged with defiant criminal trespass, a
misdemeanor of the third degree, which is
punishable by up to a year in jail, a $2,500
fine or both.

In a situation like this, Penn State can do
one of two things: First, it can take the high
road. This would involve not pressing
charges but perhaps pursuing minimal dis-
ciplinary action within the university sys-
tem instead. This would accomplish the
university's stated goal of showing the stu-
dents that civil disobedience has conse-
quences. The high road would also involve
Spanier offering to meet with representa-
tives of these student groups and discussing
the DSP, face to face, in a civil manner.

The second option is for Penn State to use
all the power at its disposal to prosecute the
students. This is the option the university
has chosen.

As a resident of the State College area, it
is clear to me that Penn State would be bet-
ter off pursuing the first course of action.
There is much to be lost and nothing to be
gained by insisting on the prosecution of
these students.

Why do I say this? Three reasons.

First, it may not be apparent to President
Spanier and the upper levels of the universi-
ty bureaucracy, but the university has a seri-
ous image problem in this community. This
is largely because Penn State is seen as a
powerful institution that throws its weight
around and, in the process, tramples com-
munity interests.

One recent example is how the university
negotiated in secret for years to get its

hands on Spring Creek Canyon. That issue
alone has created much contempt for the
university around here. Another issue that
sticks in the public's craw is that the county
has had to take Penn State to court to get it
to pay taxes on commercial transactions
taking place on Penn State property.

Second, the university is alienating itself
from its own students, and not just the 31
who are being prosecuted. Students tend to
stick up for each other when universities
crack down on them. That was true when I
was a student in the 1960s. It's still true
today when professors or administrators
treat students in a way that students per-
ceive as unfair.

Third, Spanier should remember that he
is pursuing criminal action against 31 future
alumni. That is shortsighted. Some of them,
someday, might be donors to the university.
That's unlikely if these 31 students are
angry at the university after graduation.
Furthermore, even if none of them ever
acquires the assets to be a major donor, hav-
ing 31 graduates, plus many other gradu-
ates, being angry at the university certainly
won't help its reputation.

So, the university loses by taking a hard
line. But does it gain anything to compen-
sate for those losses by taking a hard line? I
think not.

University and corporate bureaucracies
usually pursue a course of action when it
benefits the institution. But what exactly
does the university gain by having students
jailed, perhaps for a year? After all, there
was no damage to university property.
Nobody was hurt, so the university can't
claim it's protecting anyone.

Corporate and university bureaucracies,
and government, would do well to remem-
ber that sometimes it's better to be magnan-
imous. Sometimes it's better to not use all
the power at one's disposal. The university
could enhance its reputation in the commu-
nity, and among its own students, by asking
that the charges be dismissed and, further,
by Spanier himself offering to meet with
the student groups who advocate the DSP.

Offering to meet with the student groups
. ____________________________________________________

see Baillie, pg. 27
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by Syed Fakhri

Recently, there was an ad in The Daily
Collegian, under the guise of a private
enterprise (with no government affiliation
whatsoever), that sought to not only under-
mine the Penn State Muslim Students'
Association but also defame it.

The attempt was malicious and highly
inaccurate. It accused the MSA of being a
“radical political organization.” The MSA
at Penn State was founded in 1964 and has
a history of humanitarian and social work.

The MSA constitution of 1964 explicitly
states that it is a religious organization
meant to bring together the Muslim students
on campus, with non-Muslims free to join if
they wish to. Furthermore, the constitution
states that the MSA is not a political organ-
ization and does not endorse or support any
political group.

Had the advertisers and their sponsors
done some research on the Penn State
MSA, they would not have had to contend
with the embarrassment of propagating mis-
information..

The ad goes on to accuse the MSA of

conducting “stealth
Jihad” on campus.
If one were familiar
with the events we
have held through-
out the years, one
) W realizes that nothing
T could be further
A < from the truth.

N ‘ ' Our biggest annu-
R ' al event, the Fast-a-
Thon, is aimed at bringing together Muslim
and non-Muslim students during the holy
month of Ramadan. The event's aim is to
educate students about the principle of fast-
ing in Islam and to thereby create an atmos-

phere of understanding and coexistence.
Other events that the MSA has held or
participated in are of similar nature. We
have held many talks by renowned speakers
and discussion forums, both aimed at pro-
viding a better understanding of Islam by
educating not only non-Muslims but also
Muslims on the Islamic opinion of material
and spiritual aspects of our existence. The
Center for Ethics and Religious Affairs at
Penn State also held interfaith dialogues of
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Collegian ad misrepresents Muslim Student Association

which we were avid participants. We also
co-sponsored a discussion event with
United Christian Ministries aimed at build-
ing bridges that people like those behind
this ad constantly try to demolish.

Of course, the advertisers fail to mention
any of this. What is frightening is that the ad
could have strong repercussions in the form
of violence against Muslim students on
campus. It only takes one deranged person
from such a large community to actually
believe the hateful content of the ad and
carry out violent attacks and, hence, destroy
the very secular fabric that the Penn State
community has strived for so hard.

Muslims here are not just limited to the
students on campus; there are many
American Muslims in this locality, too. In
fact, a Muslim from central Pennsylvania
said she was subjected to abuse in the
immediate aftermath of the ad.

For these reasons, the ad is not only
offensive but also highly dangerous due to
its inaccuracy. Further, attacks such as these
serve only to unjustifiably distance people
from understanding a beautiful faith, cur-
rently embraced by more than 1.4 billion

people.

We are very strong proponents of free
speech, but one has to realize that there
exists a demarcation between free speech
and hate speech. Comprehension of this dis-
tinction is imperative when residing in a
civil society such as this. Otherwise, what
will be the difference between democracy
and dictatorship, the latter of which encour-
ages free-flowing hate speech?

The ad in question was originally sent to
18 universities, of which 14 refused to run it
for the aforementioned reasons. The
Collegian, unfortunately, was not one of
them. This despite the fact that they adhere
to the following policy:

"Collegian Inc. reserves the right to
refuse or to change advertising that is felt to
be in poor taste or judgment; that is ambigu-
ously or deceptively worded or portrayed,
making the product or service unclear or
open to misrepresentation; that advertises
illegal organizations or activities; that
maligns illegal identifiable persons, races,

see MSA, pg. 27

Unisex bathrooms send message of inclusion

by Chris Lenn

I was sitting in a local coffee shop in
downtown State College when I saw a man
lead a young girl, no more than five, into
the men's bathroom to, I assume, take care
of her business. The young girl hesitated a
bit, insisting that was not the bathroom for
her; the older man, presumably her father,
assured her that it was OK.

The men's bathroom in this establishment
is one of two single-occupancy bathrooms,
one for men and the other for women.

The situation struck me not so much
because the girl was hesitant to use a bath-
room for "men," but because the single-
occupancy bathroom was designated for a
certain sex. In another coffee shop down the
block, there is only one bathroom for all the
customers and, therefore, everyone shares.

In thinking about my history as a user of
public toilets, I recall many times when par-
ents would bring young children of another
sex into the bathroom. I don't recall ever
giving anyone a hard time about it.

I wonder if other people have to worry
about using the bathroom with someone of
a different sex. One day, I saw a man using
a wheelchair who was accompanied by a
woman nurse. Would she go with him to the

bathroom? Would
the public be OK

with an  older
woman in a men’s
bathroom?

Perhaps an even
more complicated
problem is that of
those in our com-
munity who are
gender-variant and
don’t fit within the boundaries established
by men’s and women’s bathrooms. While
such people are skilled in finding
bathrooms for themselves, I have to wonder
why society makes it so difficult to find a
suitable toilet.

Much of our daily routine is dependent
on the use of public toilets. Whether we are
spending a long day on campus or just
going out for dinner with friends and fami-
ly, much activity outside the home is
dependent on availability of public toilets.

For a system that perhaps at one point in
our history seemed so simple—men here
and women there—our culture has certain-
ly evolved. We have more single parents

see Bathrooms, pg. 27
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Bringing troops home takes ongoing effort

by Bonnie Kline Smeltzer

I’'m old enough to remember watching
the evening news during the Vietnam War.
Every evening there was an update on the
war effort, news of particular battles—or
“offensives,” as they were called—and
always the daily body counts. Forty years
later, our nation is at war again, only this
time the news contains no daily counts;
instead, from time to time, we are given a
cumulative total of U.S. soldiers who have
died since the war began, with no mention
of the enemy’s dead, military or civilian.

I watch the Lehrer News Hour each
evening, and some nights, at the end of the
report, there is the “honor roll.” The honor
roll is a silent role call of U.S. military per-
sonnel killed in Iraq or Afghanistan. I watch
as pictures silently scroll before my eyes.
One by one I read the identifying informa-
tion below each picture—rank, name, age,
home town—wondering about all the peo-
ple affected by the news of each death, won-
dering if the loved ones of those faces are
watching. It has become a silent vigil for
me. I watch, I wonder, and I pray for the
families left behind.

Last winter, I found myself stranded in
Washington, D.C., because of a missed con-
nection on my flight home to State College.
The delay resulted in a free hotel room,
meal vouchers and cab fare to and from the

hotel. As I went to the taxi stand, I discov-
ered that two others were in the same situa-
tion, headed for the same hotel, so we
shared a ride. Both were in the military, one
a sailor headed back to his ship in Norfolk,
Va., and the other a soldier headed to
Baghdad via Kuwait. I realized that this dis-
ruption in my travels presented an opportu-
nity to talk face to face with these men
about the war in Iraq.

The soldier didn’t say much. He had
spent the holidays with family and was
returning to Baghdad for the remaining
three months of his tour of duty. Nervous
joking about the “great weight loss plan”
the heat provides made me wonder what
kind of dangers lay ahead for this man. I
wondered if I would be seeing his face one
day on the Lehrer News Hour. I prayed not.

The sailor and I ate breakfast together the
next morning. He was from Iowa and had
just witnessed the frenzy of the Iowa cau-
cuses. He had joined the Navy thinking it
was the safer of the military options, but
having heard that morning of an incident in
the Strait of Hormuz, he now wondered.

I shared that I was a pastor of a peace
church. And that while I encouraged mem-
bers to consider alternatives to military
service, I also support military personnel
and their families before, during and after
service. The sailor said how important that
was and then blurted, “We shouldn’t be

End torture in our name

by Ellen Arginteanu

If horror and irony can coexist, then the
study of torture is full of ironies. Although
I expected the horror, I did not expect irony
when I attended my first conference against
torture in June 2006.

I did not expect that this issue would
become so consuming, that it would merge
my previously separate worlds of profes-
sion (psychiatry) and social action, or that
in February of this year, I would join others
to form the Central Pennsylvania Torture
Awareness Committee, the most efficient,
hardest working committee in my experi-
ence. The horror of torture drives us to find
ways to increase awareness in our commu-
nity and join others nationwide to eradicate
torture and the policies that permit it.

Alfred McCoy, a professor at the
University of Wisconsin, has written exten-
sively about America's involvement in tor-
ture. According to McCoy, the United

States first began researching torture in the
1950s, after our government became wor-
ried that the Soviet Union had cracked the
code of human consciousness. This pur-
portedly allowed them to exercise mind
control to obtain false confessions.

This fear led to an unholy alliance
between the CIA and researchers in the
fields of psychology and psychiatry.
Experiments at various universities resulted
in a body of techniques that caused ego dis-
organization (prerequisite to mind control).

The pictures of Abu Ghraib and the
resultant discussions have made these tech-
niques commonplace. Sensory and sleep
deprivation (the most efficient way to pro-
duce ego disorganization), ‘“self-induced”
excruciating pain from stress positions
(holding painful positions for hours), and
the manipulation of individual or cultural

see Torture, pg. 26

there. We never should have started this
war. It’s time to bring our troops home.”

Body counts, honor rolls, unexpected
conversations with a soldier and a sailor—
all serve to remind me that I, as a Christian
and a citizen of the United States, must do
all that I can to bring the war in Iraq to an
end. I know it sounds crazy! What can one
person do? It feels overwhelming and
impossible, but I have committed myself to
do my part. As a pastor, I preach about
Jesus’ way of nonviolent peacemaking in all
areas of life. I teach the Bible’s message of
peace. I protest and march and write letters
to legislators. And sometimes it all feels in
vain, but I continue because I believe the
war is wrong.

Recently, I discovered the Iraq
Moratorium movement. This movement
invites people to make the following com-
mitment:

June 2008

“I hereby make a commitment that on the
Third Friday of each and every month, I
will break my daily routine and take some
action, by myself or with others, to end the
War in Iraq.”

One can sign on at
http://IragMoratorium.org. This Web site
posts the names of all signers and news of
what others are doing in the United States
and around the world. The Web site is both
a great resource and a great source of hope.

I will continue to keep my vigil watching
the honor roll on the Lehrer News Hour. 1
will talk with soldiers and sailors, with
strangers and friends, about the war and
efforts to bring it to an end. I do this
because every day is a day we can work for
peace. Won’t you join me?

Bonnie Kline Smeltzer is the pastor of the
University Baptist and Brethren Church in
State College.

Fill in the grid so every row, every column, and every 3-by-3 box contains the
digits 1 through 9. There is no math involved. You solve the puzzle with reason
and logic. Thanks to Peter Morris for contributing this puzzle. The solution to this
month’s puzzle can be found on pg. 29 of this issue.
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Dear Cosmo,

Have you heard of Dog Whisperer? There
was a marathon of his show on cable, so we
watched episodes all weekend.

He was always successful curing the
dogs, but we weren’t quite sure whether he
was on the level, whether the show was
fake, or whether his tricks really worked
with regular dogs. Does he do anything for
you?

Signed, Public Shout-Out for the D.W.

Dear Publicly Outed,

That’s a funny question. Have I ever
heard of the Dog Whisperer? We dogs have
excellent hearing.

We can hear the jingle of car keys as they
leave the table, singing our invitation to ride
along. We can hear the cellophane being
peeled off a snack cake, inviting us to run
up two flights of stairs to try and mooch
some.

We can even hear our humans mentally

beating themselves up and subconsciously
asking us to lean a chin on their knee for
comfort. Humans think in all kinds of ways.
We dogs are pretty linear: We hear and
obey.

It seems like Cesar Millan, the star of the
Dog Whisperer show, grounds about half
his observations in common sense, while
the other half is an earth-shattering heap of
new age psychoseismic claptrap. The first
measure helps him relate to dogs, and the
second helps him appeal to the neurotic
dogs’ neurotic owners.

And I don’t know whether it’s him or if it
just makes “good” TV, but it seems like
most of his customers are hotties who wind
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Dog Whisperer knows neurotic owners, not dogs

up being his romantic quarries as well. They
all seem to have that neon aura that screams
“totally available if nudged ever so slight-
ly”

I don’t think he ever calls on single guys.
When he does visit a male owner, he’s usu-
ally a Melvin Milquetoast, being
nonassertively agreeable in the shadow of
his domineering wife. The rest of his cus-
tomers are lookers who bat their eyelashes
at him and then gush on-camera testimonies
about his amazing curative powers.

He talks about “energy zones” and
“power centers,” but basically he just
ignores dogs who aren’t acting right. He
doesn’t dance to their sick tunes and does-
n’t put up with any of their crap. Two can
play at that game. If he were to whisper his
philosophy to me, I think his power center
would be eclipsed by the fascinating, mag-
netic bliss of paying attention to my own
crotch.

Machiavelli posed the same question to
his quislings at despot camp: Would you
rather be feared or loved? Most dogs are
intuitive enough to realize when we’re
being shunned, so we shape up pretty fast.
And we’re pretty good at detecting underly-
ing danger or disapproval. We might obey a
dog “expert” but not really like him.

Dogs, unlike humans, won’t simultane-
ously mistrust someone and then fawn all
over him. Humans don’t always seem to
make those distinctions between trust and
adoration, and are a little slower on the
uptake.

Denial is a wonderful thing, but it fre-
quently makes humans pick poor partners.
They insist on trusting the untrustworthy
and loving the unloving.

Unfortunately, humans are also the ones
who create television ratings, and they’re
the ones who are impressed with the Dog

Is the past threatening
your future??

Whisperer’s routine. Humans may think the
Dog Whisperer should be trusted and
adored. Me? I think some things are best
ignored. And ignorance is bliss.

Dear Cosmo,

I've got this woman ... I guess she’s my
sort of girlfriend, and she wants me to, like,
meet her parents this weekend.

Her brother also goes to school here, and
he’s, like, kinda gay—well, pretty gay.
Anyway, I'm not sure they know, and I don’t
know how I should, like, act around them.

Any advice so that I don’t make any, like,
blunders?

Signed, Straight Man

Dear Punchline,

Where to begin? Are you British?

Are you saying that she represents the
manner of girlfriend who is just your sort?
Or are you saying that she’s somewhat your
girlfriend? (As if you’re not full-on dating,
but just sort-of dating?) Either way, that
strength of endorsement doesn’t sound like
you’re the sort of boy to fetch home to Mom
and Pop.

Second, does she want you to like her
parents; meet her parents; or just, like, meet
them? Maybe you could, like, choose.

Third, since you find her brother kind,
pretty and gay, I can imagine it would be
awkward meeting their parents. Does your
“sort of” girlfriend know you’re this con-
flicted?

Finally, in terms of avoiding any more
blunders, I suggest that rather than clarify-
ing these with a dog, you check them out
with your girlfriend and her brother. I know
that isn’t the kind of Donald Trump comb-
over subtlety you’re used to, but it’s a start.

If it were up to me, I’d save the wear and
tear on her family and leave you at home,
and introduce her folks to her brother’s
buddy instead.

SET THE RECORD
STRAIGHT!

Contact the Law Office of
Katharine R. Allen, PC for a
FREE consultation on your criminal
record expungement options.

814-237-3460

www. kralaw.net
LDL@kralaw.net
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from Torture, pg. 24

phobias were the peculiar American contri-
bution to the field of torture. How ironic
that what began as studies of mind control,
which could cause false confessions, is now
justified as a way to obtain truth.

On the surface, these techniques—espe-
cially when described with euphemisms
such as environmental manipulation, sleep
adjustment and stress positions—sound
much more benign than our images of tor-
ture by the Inquisition or Nazis. Such verbal
sanitization of these techniques for public
consumption is meant to lead us to wonder:
“Is this really torture?”

Research cited in the British Medical
Journal shows that this Torture-lite has as

studying torture, I would become as con-
cerned about those who torture as the vic-
tims of torture. I did not expect that my cho-
sen field of workwas central in U.S.
involvement in this ubiquitously destructive
activity. I did not expect that I would fear
for America's soul and our civilization's
future because of this path.

At 2 p.m. on June 20, on the State
College Municipal Building plaza, the
Central Pennsylvania Torture Awareness
Committee will begin a 24-hour vigil to
raise local awareness about the existence
and breadth of the use of torture. We will
have a facsimile of a Guantdnamo jail cell,
which will be occupied by volunteers
assuming the role of actual prisoners at
Guantanamo, whose bios will be available.

Because we, like the proverbial frog in

’

At 2 p.m. on June 20, on the State College Municipal Building

plaza, the Central Pennsylvania Torture Awareness Committee

will begin a 24-hour vigil to raise local awareness about the

existence and breadth of the use of torture. We will have a

facsimile of a Guantanamo jail cell, which will be occupied by

volunteers assuming the role of actual prisoners at
\ Guantanamo, whose bios will be available.

long-lasting and severe detrimental effects
as more obviously vicious torture.
Ironically, Torture-lite victims often say
such techniques are harder to bear than bla-
tant acts of brutality. Almost all of us
remember how actual punishment as a child
would be easier to bear than the suspense
and helplessness that preceded it.

Torture is hard to read, think, talk or
write about for most people. Ironically,
once inflicted, it is easy to commit again.
Again ironically, within a year of beginning
the experiments on torture, the CIA became
convinced that the Soviet Union had no
secrets of mind control. Governments think
that torture and its use can be controlled,
that it can be used only in ticking-bomb
scenarios; but history has proven that once
begun, torture becomes easy.

Our country is not the only culprit. We
are among the two-thirds of the world's
nations that use torture. After many human
rights organizations became concerned
about Israel's use of torture, previously jus-
tified with the ticking-bomb argument, the
Israel Supreme Court had to reverse its
position because it found that 70 percent of
Palestinian prisoners were tortured.

Civilization has built up barriers to our
primitive, sadistic impulses. Once we break
those barriers, it is hard to stop the descent
into savagery. I did not expect that after

~

the pot, have been desensitized by our
euphemisms, we barely register anymore
the pictures of the prisoners in
Guantdnamo, the pictures of their claustro-
phobic cells or the fact that most of them
are in isolation 23 hours a day. We do not
imagine the sense of isolation and abandon-
ment. We do not identify with the anguish
of families who do not know the fate of
their sons, brothers and fathers.

If we did, we would recognize this as tor-
ture, even without the more extreme inter-
rogation methods of Torture-lite. Even if
they are the worst of the worst, they deserve
the protection of the law. Only a few have
been charged, and most of the men were
turned over to us by bounty hunters for
being in the wrong place at the wrong time.

Although our display is a modest glimpse
at the extreme conditions in which the pris-
oners live, it still may be upsetting.
However, we hope that you come and view
this street theater. We hope you feel free to
have a conversation about your reactions
and feelings, both at the event and at a
debriefing on Sunday, June 22 (location to
be announced). If you wish to be involved
in or volunteer for the event, call Ellen
Arginteanu at (814) 235-7494 or go to
http://tinyurl.com/3mpgqc/ and sign up.

Ellen Johnson Arginteanu is a psychia-
trist and social activist.
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Houts to become JoePa Joint

I was talking the other day to Whitey
Blue, longtime Centre Region resident and
hardnose.

Whitey, I assume you've heard about the
sale of O.W. Houts to Penn State.

"I sure have, and I think it opens up some
terrific opportunities for the university and
the Paterno family."

What would those be?

"Well, for the Paterno family, it would
provide a sales outlet for all the game mem-
orabilia I'm sure they've accumulated
throughout the years."

What would the university get out of it?

"I'm sure they have crates of stuff stored
away. You can only sell a limited amount in
any one year."

What about local companies that already
sell Penn State souvenirs?

"It's a competitive world out there. Penn
State games generated all the profit, so it
should be able to reap as much as it wants."

Penn State already has some sports and
souvenir shops on campus. Wouldn't this
new Penn State store compete with them?

The State Theatre presents

Shelby Lynnei;*-

"This one would have much larger capac-
ity and more parking space. And another
important thing: JoePa will eventually
retire.

What better place to sit in state, particu-
larly if there's paid admission? I can see the
sign now: The JoePa Joint.”

Sudoku Solution

130 West College Ave
Downtown State College

Fully insured member of
American Disc Jockey Association

Now booking for 2009
Some 2008 STILL available

www.Helffrich.net
814.689.2170
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from Kingera, pg. 22

our nation. I know they will do a better job
than some of those who have been in
charge in the recent past.

Should they have been arrested? Yes,
they broke the law. Should they be set free?
No, because they already know what free-
dom is.

They exhibited that when they acted on
their constitutional rights by using a tactic
that has been used by labor and civil rights
activists in the past.

For those of you who weren’t around, it
was students who sat-in at the segregated
lunch counters of the South, and it was stu-
dents who marched and chanted with the
Reverend Martin Luther King. Fire hoses,
police attack dogs and Bull Conner’s cattle
prod didn’t deter those students. They con-
tinued on. And so will the students at Penn
State.

Regis Kingera is a retired union electri-
cian and a nontraditional student majoring
in organizational leadership at Penn State.
He is the Penn State representative for
Campus Progress, an organization that
advocates for young activists.

from Baillie, pg. 22

would fit in well with much of Spanier's
style. I have lived in university towns most
of my adult life. State College is the first
place where I've ever even seen the univer-
sity's president. The presidents of other uni-
versities were distant, aloof and elitist.

Spanier is the most accessible Big Ten
president I've ever encountered. He some-
times performs in a band and even eats
dorm food with students! Given his person-
al style, it, frankly, surprises me that
Spanier refuses to meet with the students
who advocate the DSP.

The university has a choice here: It can
be noble, or it can be petty. Why not be
noble? Why not try to repair its reputation
in the community? Why not ask that the
charges be dropped?

President Spanier: So what if you dis-
agree with the students' arguments for the
DSP? Why not meet with them anyway,
face to face, and have an exchange of
views? What would you lose by listening to
them?

Robert Baillie works as a computer pro-
grammer and lives in State College.
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from MSA, pg. 23

religions or professions; or that is not with-
in the reasonable boundaries of accuracy
and truthfulness."

The Collegian argued that the organiza-
tion had provided “facts.” Most, if not all,
of these “facts” were from a magazine run
by the organization in question and
Wikipedia. If the Collegian had done some
research on its own, it would have easily
seen the falsity behind these “facts.”

The overwhelming support we have
received from various departments, more
than 150 faculty and 750 students in the
form of petitions, support groups and let-
ters to the Collegian stand as testimony to
the fact that the MSA at Penn State is,
indeed, a peaceful religious organization
much like any other.

We welcome and encourage all to attend
the many events that we plan to hold over
the coming year and see the truth, rather
than relying on the delusory work of high-
ly misinformed individuals. For actions
always speak louder than words.

Syed Fakhri is spokesman for the Penn
State Muslim Students’ Association.

from Bathrooms, pg. 23

who take care of their children and protect
them outside of the house. We also have a
much more diversified view of gender and
identity that can no longer fit within two
restrooms, especially in a college town.

Though I am sure the world, and State
College, is not ready for desegregated toi-
lets, why do single-occupancy single-sex
bathrooms still exist? Perhaps we are used
to separation of men and women.

One way to begin to alleviate some of the
negative externalities is to simply change
the signs on restroom doors from men or
women to unisex. That way, everyone will
feel comfortable entering the bathroom, no
matter their gender identity. The single-
occupancy public bathroom mirrors what
most people have in their homes, where
people likely do not segregate facilities.

I see many bathrooms that would benefit
from the change to a unisex sign. If it were
possible to change these bathrooms, it
would send a message of accommodation
for all. And really, what is wrong with that?

Chris Lenn is a Penn State student
activist and recent graduate in economics.
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Accelerate your membership.

Proud to be a service provider to

VOICES of Central PA

Affordable solutions for alumni interest groups,
membership organizations and non-profits

Keep your alumni or members connected to each other and to your group with online
tools, highly personalized mailings, and volunteer training and management. We can help
grow your membership or annual fund, engage your members in communications and
events, and build a solid foundation for your group’s future.

www.affinityconnection.com Call to find out how we can help your group. 800.598.4050 ext. 131

2565 Park Center Blvd. Suite 300 e State College, PA 16801




THE HOMETOWN DOUBLE PLAY @

Friday, June 13 and 27, at 7:30 p.m.;

June 14 and 28, at 10:30 a.m. [repeat]

For decades, baseball—Little League, Babe Ruth, high school, and college
teams—has etched itself into the lives of Central Pennsylvanians. With the
addition of two minor league baseball teams, a new dimension has been added
to the summer entertainment landscape. On Friday, May 30, at 7:30 p.m.,
WPSU-TV premiered The Hometown Double Play, a chronicle of the Altoona
Curve and State College Spikes, providing insight into what makes minor league
baseball important to Central Pennsylvania. Steve Jones hosts this summer series
with compelling stories of the players and the summer events attended by friends and
families cheering their hometown teams. Each episode will give viewers a feel for
the fan experience at the ballparks, and the personal stories of aspiring major league
ballplayers.

Voices of Central Pa

P.O. Box 296
State College Pa 16804
www.voicesweb.org

of Central PA

VePSU© @

PENN STATE PUBLIC BROADCASTING
wpsu.org For the latest program information log on to wpsu.org

THE DIGITAL TV CONVERSION

Tuesday, June 10, at 7 p.m.

What do you need to know to keep watching WPSU after February 17, 2009?
Next year, U.S. television stations must turn off their analog channels and
broadcast exclusively in the new digital format (DTV). Digital television provides
dramatically clearer pictures, better sound quality, and more programming choices.
We want to be sure every WPSU viewer comes with us into the digital age.

Join WPSU-TV for a live call-in about the digital TV transition. This program
will address equipment needs, converter boxes, and antennas—and answer your
questions. Send your questions in advance of the call-in program to dtvquestions@
psu.edu. To learn more about digital TV, go to wpsu.org/dtv.

NOVA scienceNOW

Wednesdays at 9 p.m., beginning June 25

In its third season, NOVA scienceNOW’s six new episodes consist of several
segments that cover a variety of cutting-edge science topics. Astrophysicist Neil
deGrasse Tyson continues as host of this fast-paced newsmagazine program. With

a team of correspondents in the field, the shows explore new developments in
computer science, astronomy, engineering, and medicine, including a segment on
a dark matter detector buried at the foot of an abandoned mine, a report from a lab
where mice are retrieving their lost memories, and a search for the first primate,
which may turn out to be a tree-climbing creature the size of a mouse.
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